THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND
Parliament. Scotland gained free trade with England
and its colonies, but by trade regulations in the
interests of England lost its export markets for hides
and wool. Ratification of the Act of Union was pre-
vented by Presbyterian lobbying, because provision
had been made for freedom of conscience, which the
northern monopolists of God refused to tolerate.
The fall of the Long Parliament and the restoration
of Charles II in 1660 gave Scotland a parliament of
its own again. It was known as the Drunken Parlia-
ment. It passed three hundred and ninety-three Acts
in six months, including a Rescissory Act which
nullified all parliamentary proceedings of the last
twenty-seven years. The principle of absolute
monarchy was re-asserted, and unhappily for the
Kirk Charles II believed that Presbytery was no
religion for a gentleman.
It was a very much modified form of Episcopacy
that Charles re-imposed on Scotland. Neither prayer-
book nor surplice were introduced. The Presbyteries
remained, but bishops were appointed to control
them; and lay patronage was restored. It was a
political episcopacy, and Scotland would probably
have submitted to it without any great complaint had
it not been for the criminal folly of those then ruling
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